SUMMER WALKS 
ON THE TOP 
OF AUSTRALIA 


THREDBO ALPINE VILLAGE 


When you’re on the chairlift, 
please don’t get off at any of the 
middle stations because gates are 
locked in summer. Please don’t 
swing the chair as this makes other 
passengers uncomfortable. 

Yes, you can ride the chair- 
lift back down again if you like. 

BILLY BUTTON 


MOUNT KOSCIUSKO WALK: 13KM 
RETURN, EASY WALKING AND MOUNT 
KOSCIUSKO LOOKOUT: 4KM RETURN. 


Length 7. Gradient 5. 

This route takes you to the very summit of the 
mountain, 2228 metres above sea level, and back 
again in four to six hours. The whole track is above 
the tree line; it’s well marked and it’s easy walking. 

The shorter version takes you part of the way, 
as far as the Mount Kosciusko Lookout and some 
spectacular views across the top of Australia. 

Take the Crackenback Chairlift to the top 
(Eagle’s Nest). Go out the back door and follow 
the formed path out of the Basin. The footbridge 
crosses Ramshead Creek and you start on the metal 
walkway in the Back Basin. On your left (west) the 
big jumble of granite boulders is the edge of the 
Ramshead Range. 

Follow the metal walkway to Mt. Kosciusko 
Lookout (altitude 2000m). You are now about a 
third of the way to Mt. Kosciusko. If you’ve walked 
enough for one day, go back the way you came. 


Pushing on to the summit, the track is now 
downhill into the headwaters of the Snowy River 


it’s hot, you'll get suntanned quickly, so wear a hat. 
But if it gets cold - and it sometimes snows around 
the summit in summer - you'll need a woolly or 
wind jacket. Comfortable shoes are important 
because some of the tracks are still being carved 
out of Nature. 


If you’re setting off for a long walk on the main 
range, such as the lakes walk and other unmarked 
walks, a map and a compass will help you get your 
bearings and add to your fun. Maps are sold in the 
Village at Backcountry or the Resort Centre. Take 
something to eat, too, at least a piece of fruit or 
some chocolate. 


Please walk along tracks where marked. By 
doing this you’ll get there with less effort and less 
wear and tear on the wildflowers. 


RIDE THE CHAIRLIFT UP THE MOUNTAIN. 


_ Although the walks look miles away from the 
Village, the chairlift whisks you up the mountain in 
minutes. 


At least one chairlift runs every day in summer, 
going up either Crackenback or Snowgums. The 
Valley Terminal is right in front 
of the Village and there’s a 
cafeteria at the top where you 
can sip a cup of tea and gaze at |. 
the mountains before pushing on 
to the summit. 
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Don't worry if you've 
never been in a chairlift before. 
oo y ۱ 
Just tell the operator; he'll explain 0 
that it's easy and perfectly safe. KUNZEA 
And the view, of course, is magnificent. 


the river. (By which time you may 
have your own view as to why ee 
they named it so.) le | kk 


If you'd prefer something 
shorter, there's the Trim Track. 
It’s only one kilometre long, but 
with nine special exercise points, 
in case the walk itself isn’t 
strenuous enough. 

Or what about our Riverside/ BLUE BELL 
Golf Course Walk? So pretty it’s hard to keep your 
head down. 

During the school holidays we run guided 
walks. These can be great fun, particularly for 
kids. Picnic lunches are also available. 

There’s also Wombat Safaris, where the kids 
learn to boil the billy and other bushcraft skills and 
search for wombats and possums by torchlight. 

Ask at the Sports Centre or the information 
centre, both at Valley Terminal. 

Anyway, when you’re ready to shake off the 
cobwebs, ride the chairlift up to the start. Take this 
folder with you so you won’t get lost, and don’t 
forget the camera, the scenery’s too good not to 
take back with you! 


A LITTLE MOUNTAIN LORE. 

At Thredbo Alpine Village you are already 
1370 metres above sea level. As you go higher the 
air temperature will drop two or three degrees for 
every 250 metres you ascend. And because the 
high altitude air is thinner, you may get puffed 
more quickly than you expect. So if you’re out of 
condition, tackle a short walk first. 

Mountain weather can change in minutes; when 


The stunning sights around Thredbo Alpine 
Village have a strange effect on our guests: people 
who normally wouldn't walk further than their car 
feel driven to stride the peaks and valleys. 


Walking in the Alps is a real adventure — even 
for beginners. Up here in the Summit Area of 
Kosciusko National Park, above the treeline 
between sun-warmed rock and ridge, gleaming 
mountain lake and tarn, where cloud shadows 
swoop across open uplands, are brilliant sights. 


Spring reaches the mountain tops about the 
same time as the summer holidays. Of all seasons, 
she is the slow and lazy climber. 


It is January before she moves above the 
treeline and finally sits to rest on the highest hill, 
apologising for her lateness by bringing bright 
alpine flowers. 

While there’s no attempt to organise anyone 
up here, we do have ten trails mapped out to help 
you get the most from your stay. 


Take the Kosciusko walk for starters. You ride 
the chairlift straight uphill to Crackenback (pretty 
easy so far), then head up Kosciusko itself on foot. 
By the time you reach the summit, 
you’re not just on top of Australia, 
but on top of the world. 


If you’ve two hours to spare, 
take the Merritt’s Nature Track. 
From the top of the chairlift it’s 
pretty much downhill all the way 
through wildflowers and woods. 


Or walk the ten kilometres to 
Dead Horse Gap, and down to CAMOMILE SUNRAY 
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THREDBO ALPINE VILLAGE 


Thredbo Village Walk. 

Pick up a copy of our Thredbo Village map 
and take a tour through the picturesque village, with 
its many types of alpine architecture. Approx. 
1/2 hr-1hr. 

Times for village walks are only approximate 
as it does depend on how many stops you make 
along the way. 

The above walks are very easy through gentle 
and mainly flat land and are certainly a good way 
to loosen up for longer walks. 


This leaflet should be treated only as a guide to 
the walks in and around Thredbo. 

For more information on these walks, contact the 
Thredbo Information Centre or the Thredbo Sports 
Centre on (0645) 7 6275, and for up to date news 
and weather, phone Thredbo News on (0645) 

7 4011. 

For all accommodation bookings phone the 
Thredbo Alpine Hotel on (008) 0262333 (Toll-free 
call), or the Thredbo Resort Centre on (0645) 
76360. 

Illustrations and information presented were 
correct at the time of printing, however, Kosciusko 
Thredbo Pty. Limited reserve the right to change at 
any time, without notice, specifications or activities 
without incurring obligations. 

Mountain walks are graded for length and 
gradient on a scale of 1 to 10. The higher the 
number, the more difficult itis. The lower the 
number, the easier it is. 

E.g. Merritt’s track: Length 5 (relatively short). 

Gradient 8 (downhill and steep in sections). 


Murray Gorge and the Victorian high-country. 

To the right (west) the crown-shaped rocky 
peak is South Ramshead. Below it is Dead Horse 
Gap, a low point in the range where the Alpine 
Way, winding up the valley below you, goes across 
the mountains and down to Victoria. 

The track now enters the trees and follows the 
ridge down to the road. Turn left after the track 
comes down the steep pitch out of the trees and 
on to the grassy flats, and follow the bridle path 
along the river back to the Thredbo Golf Course, 
then on to Valley Terminal. 


THE LAKES WALK 31KM. 
Length 10. Gradient 7. 


Lakes Walk is a very long tour of almost the 
entire mountain top. It includes the best views and 
passes Blue Lake and Lake Albina. If you’re 
planning to do this one, ask for a Lakes Walk 
pamphlet at the Sports Centre. Obviously it’s only 
a trip for keen walkers and we suggest you take the 
first lift in the morning to get an early start. 


WALKS AROUND THREDBO VILLAGE. 


The Trim Track. 

This 1km track is a walk of 15 to 30 minutes 
depending on your fitness. There are 9 exercise 
points to loosen up those city limbs, and it’s a great 
circuit for early morning joggers. 


Riverside (Golf Course) Walk. Approx. 2km. 

This is very relaxed walk of 2km along the 
beautiful Thredbo River with its trout-filled pools, 
then around the Thredbo Golf Course, the highest 
in Australia. You get some magnificent views of the 
Village along the way. Approx. 1-1!/2 hrs. 


Now the walk follows the Snowgums access 
road down, to the stand of Alpine Ash. 

At which point you follow the track to the right 
passing under firstly Snowgums chairlift and by the 
snowcat base. 

After passing under Crackenback Chairlift the 
track takes you onto the Wombat Catwalk which 
leads you on to the base of one of Thredbo’s more 
challenging ski runs - Lover’s Leap. 

Proceeding across and under Merritts Chairlift 
the village comes into view and you arrive at the 
base of the mountain just above the village tennis 
courts. 


DEAD HORSE GAP: 15KM 
OF RELATIVELY 
EASY WALKING. 


Length 8. Gradient 5. 

This 4 to 5 hour walk takes you from the top 
of Crackenback Chairlift, left across the mountain 
and then down to the river. 

From Crackenback Chairlift you go out the back 
of top station (Eagle’s Nest). Looking across to your 
left (west) is the Basin T-Bar. Walk to that. 

The track is then marked with red poles from 
the third-last pylon on the Basin T-Bar up to 
Karel’s T-Bar, and through the saddle to the left of 
the top of Karel’s. 

The pole on the skyline in the saddle is the 
track’s highest point (2019m) - it’s all downhill now. 

Follow the poles and the old bridle path to the 
treeline near the big rocky outcrop. From here is a 
beautiful view of Thredbo Valley below, and 
straight ahead (south) the Pilot Wilderness, Upper 


wildflowers (in December to February). 

Because the route is not ona path, buy a map 
in the Village, at Backcountry or the Resort Centre. 

One nice alternative is to walk out along the 
Kosciusko walkway to Mt. Kosciusko Lookout, and 
then circle around the boulders to the west above 
Lake Cootapatamba and Cootapatamba Hut and 
back across the Ramshead Plateau to the top of 
Karel’s T-Bar. Or you can do this side trip on your 
way back from the summit. 

MERRITT’S NATURE TRACK: 5KM 
DOWNHILL. 

Length 5. Gradient 8. 

This is an interesting and varied walk of about 
2-212 hours from the top of either chairlift, down 
the mountain amongst the trees and wildflowers. 

From Crackenback Terminal, head out of the 
station and turn right after 100 metres. Now, two 
hundred metres away on your left is Australia’s 
highest weather station, and on your right is the 
memorial to Charles Anton, (Snowy pioneer). 
Follow the signs through the saddle and down to 
the top of the Snowgums Chairlift. 

From the Snowgums Terminal, the track now 
enters the trees and winds down beside Ramshead 
Creek where you will come to the first lookout. 
The route then crosses the Kareela mountain track 
and then Cat Walk and Bunny Walk (these are winter 
ski trails). When you reach Bunny Walk, turn right 
and walk out to the Meadows area. From beside the 
Bunny Walk Station on Snowgums Chairlift is a 
wonderful view down the mountain and you can see 
Crackenback Chairlift, Meadows Station, Thredbo 
Village, and in the valley to the west, Ramshead 
Chair and the Thredbo Golf Course. 


and then up and through the saddle. 

From the saddle you can see Lake Cootapa- 
tamba on your left (the highest of Australia’s five 
glacial lakes). Mt. Kosciusko is in front and to the 
left. Follow the walking track to Ramshead Pass 
(alt. 2100m) where it meets the Old Summit Road... 
and you’re almost there. 


SEAMAN’S HUT: A VARIATION ON THE 
KOSCIUSKO WALK, 12 KM RETURN. 
Length 7. Gradient 5. 

If you look at the map overleaf you'll see 
Seaman’s Hut is off to your right from Kosciusko on 
the Old Mt. Kosiusko Road. This easy walk takes 
4to 5 hours. 

Follow the directions for the Kosciusko Walk. 
But 1.5km after leaving the chairlift, you'll see a 
footpath leading off to your right. Follow this track 
and the snowpole line up to the saddle. 

At the saddle (alt.2000m) you are above the 
headwaters of the Snowy River. In front of you is 
a beautiful view of the main range and about 3km 
away is the old road to the summit from Charlottes 
Pass, which is now closed to all cars. 

The track now follows the headwaters of the 
Snowy to the road, where you turn left and walk 
the last 1.5km up to Seaman’s Hut. From here, if 
you have the time and energy, you can follow the 
road to Rawson Pass and Mt. Kosciusko - another 
3km - or head back the way you came. 


RAMSHEAD PLATEAU. 11KM. 


Length 8. Gradient 8. 

The Ramsheads form a range of peaks just to 
the left of the main route to Kosciusko. Up here 
are some of the best views and most beautiful 


: Kangaroo Ridge 
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